Summary findings of Mothers’ Union’s members’ responses to the UK Government’s Proposed Civil Partnership Measure Questionnaire.
We are very pleased to have received 2,619 replies at 31st May 2011 (with more coming in). This is the largest response we have received since 2004.
 It indicates that issues of marriage and relationships are of great interest and concern to Mothers’ Union members; and it allowed us to discuss and reflect on our objective of supporting and promoting stable marriage and family life. 
The majority of members welcomed this opportunity despite the short timeframe compared with a few who felt it inappropriate to engage at all. We valued the thoughtfulness of members’ replies across 48 dioceses
 (see Annex 1). In the feedback members in groups often reported holding opposing views but that these were mostly respected which is encouraging. 
There were overwhelming concerns about both the Church and Government’s use of unclear terminology regarding the meaning of words such as: gender equality; religious freedom; legal, civil and religious rights; registering a relationship; marriage; civil partnership; relationship; wedding or marriage service; religious or secular ceremony and the provision of a blessing. 
68% of members did not approve of the measure and 92% believed that civil partnerships are not equivalent to heterosexual marriage
, and that a civil partnership registration should not be seen as equivalent to a marriage service on a religious premise. Most members who supported the proposed measure (28%) maintained that a civil partnership is distinct and separate from a marriage wherever that marriage occurs but that same-sex couples should be offered an alternative service or blessing to affirm their relationship. However, members also pointed to inconsistencies within the Church regarding marriage services and blessings for divorced people vis-à-vis the lack of parallel provisions for same-sex couples and unmarried heterosexual couples. 68% of members did not approve of the proposed measure.
Those in favour of the measure mostly believed this to be:
an expression of our equality before God regardless of gender and orientation,
an expression of relationship commitment which everyone should support,
totally compatible with Christian and Biblical teaching,
because no person can make a judgement upon or discriminate against another,
at the discretion and authority of the relevant vicar.


Those against the measure mostly believed this to be because:
same-sex couples and their sexual practices are non-Biblical, 
the same-sex expression is a sin against God, the Church and the Mothers’ Union’s ethos,
same-sex couples can never be marriages since marriage is between a man and a woman,
same-sex couples cannot procreate and that is a key purpose of marriage.

There was a desire to understand and be inclusive of same-sex couples, even from members who were against the measure, and for the Church and Christians generally, to be welcoming and non-judgemental.

Most members, regardless of their agreement with the measure, felt that it was contradictory for the Government to propose the registering of same-sex couples on religious premises while insisting on a secular ceremony. 74% felt that religious premises should not have to hide or remove their religious symbols, objects and decorations during a civil partnership registration.

81% had not heard of the We are Created by God resources, some have since requested them. The figures in Annex 3 have no correlation with those who were either for or against the measure.
The Civil Partnership Act 2004 included an express prohibition on civil partnership registrations taking place in religious premises. The regulations governing the approval of premises for the registration of civil partnerships are the Marriages and Civil Partnerships (Approved Premises) regulations 2005. They currently align provision for civil partnerships with that for civil marriage. Therefore, this provision will remove section 6 (1)(b) of the Civil Partnership Act 2004. This section also removes section 6 (2) of the Civil Partnership Act 2004 which defines religious premises.
� Mothers’ Union commissioned a MORI poll in 2004 for the International Year of the Family and 3269 questionnaires were returned from 28 countries worldwide.


� See Annex 1 for individual and group distribution of dioceses.


� See Annex 2 for complete results and percentages.





